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Ms. Kimberly D. Bose

Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

RE: Notice of Intent to File License Application and Pre-Application Document

Dear Secretary Bose:

Pursuant to Section 15(b) of the Federal Power Act (FPA), 16 U.S.C. § 808(b), and implementing
regulations of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) at 18 CFR §§ 5.5 and
5.6, NorthWestern Corporation, a Delaware Corporation, doing business as NorthWestern Energy
(NorthWestern), is pleased to file with the Commission its Notice of Intent to File a License Application
(NOI) and Pre-Application Document (PAD) for the relicensing of the Thompson Falls Hydroelectric
Project — FERC Project No. 1869 (the Project). The Project is located on the Clark Fork River, in Sanders
County, Montana. NorthWestern will use the Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) to provide the framework
for its consultation with agencies, tribes, and other interested parties (collectively, Relicensing
Participants) for relicensing of the Project.

NORTHWESTERN’S VOLUNTARY ACTIVITIES PRIOR TO FILING

As detailed in Chapter 1 of the PAD, NorthWestern proactively initiated relicensing outreach discussions
with Relicensing Participants in 2018. The first activity was a training program, “FERC 101,” which was
held in Missoula, Montana on September 12, 2018. This program included FERC staff who presented
information on the procedures used to relicense hydropower projects under the
Commission’s jurisdiction. NorthWestern also presented available information on the Project. The goal

of the meeting was to inform Relicensing Participants of the process and schedule for relicensing of the
Project.

NorthWestern also voluntarily prepared a Baseline Environmental Document (BED), which consisted of
compilation of existing resource information. The BED was released for public comment on November 1,
2018. A workshop was held in Missoula to discuss the BED and identify data gaps and resource issues
on December 4, 2018. Additionally, NorthWestern received written comments on the BED from the
Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife and Parks and the Montana Department of Environmental Quality.

In October 2019, NorthWestern hosted a public meeting in Thompson Falls to further inform Relicensing

Participants about the relicensing process and provide an update on resource studies NorthWestern had
conducted and an operational test held earlier in October. In March 2020, NorthWestern hosted a second
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public meeting in Thompson Falls to inform the Relicensing Participants of observations made during the
October operational test and to describe proposed NorthWestern project operations. The meeting also
included further information on the relicensing process. NorthWestern undertook all these efforts
voluntarily, to engage the relicensing participants in advance of initiating the relicensing process.

In addition to the outreach efforts, NorthWestern accelerated the schedule to conduct certain resource
studies so the information would be available to better inform relicensing. Specifically, the Recreation
Visitor Survey was conducted during the peak recreation season of 2018 (Memorial Day weekend
through Labor Day). In addition, the volume of use at five of the ten project-related recreation sites was
monitored during the peak recreation season of 2019 using automatic traffic and trail counters.

The Biological Opinion (BiOp) which described the effects of the Project on threatened bull trout and its
critical habitat, included a requirementfor the Licenseetoconduct Phase 2 fish passage evaluation
studies from 2010to 2020. At the end of the Phase 2evaluation period it required preparation of
acomprehensive reportfor filing with the Commission by December31, 2020. In considering the
relicensing schedule and the timing required under the BiOp for the comprehensive report,
NorthWestern concluded the schedules could better align and requested the comprehensive report
described in the BiOp to be submitted a year early. The Comprehensive Phase 2 Fish Passage Report,
prepared with guidance from the Technical Advisory Committee, summarized the results of fish passage
studies at the Project. It was filed with the Commission on December 20, 2019. The BiOp also required
NorthWestern to convene a panel to conduct a structured scientific review of the Project’s upstream fish
passage facility. The Thompson Falls Scientific Review Panel (Panel) convened in January 2020 and its
resulting scientific review was completed in April 2020. On April 1, 2020 NorthWestern filed with the
Commission the Panel's Memorandum summarizing its findings. On April 16, 2020, NorthWestern
received written confirmation from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service that the requirement for a scientific
review, as expressed in term and condition TC1-h in the BiOp, had been met with the submittal of the
Panel's Memorandum. The recommendations from the Panel were considered inthe development of
NorthWestern's list of preliminary issues and studies, found in Section 14 of the PAD.

Additionally, in 2019 NorthWestern prepared a water quality-monitoring plan, which was implemented in
2019 to reduce data gaps that were noted during the preparation of the BED.

REQUEST FOR DESIGNATION AS NON-FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE

In conjunction with this filing, and as provided in 18 CFR § 5.5(e), NorthWestern is requesting that the
Commission designate NorthWestern as the Commission’s non-federal representative for carrying out
informal consultation, pursuant to the following:

1) Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and the joint agency regulations thereunder
at 50 CFR part 402; and

2) Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the implementing regulations
at 36 CFR § 800.2(c)(4).
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PUBLICATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF PAD AND NOI

The NOI and PAD, except for two appendices to the PAD, are being filed publicly. Appendix E contains
material designated as CEll. Appendix G of the PAD contains sensitive information related to cultural,
archaeological and historic resources. Pursuant to 18 CFR § 388.112(b), NorthWestern requests the

Commission to designate this information as Privileged material, and to maintain this information as non-
public.

In accordance with the Commission’s regulations and concurrent with this filing, NorthWestern is also
transmitting electronic copies of the PAD via email notification of posting on NorthWestern’s relicensing
website, http://www.northwesternenergy.com/environment/thompson-falls-project/thompson-falls-
relicensing) to relevant resource agencies, Native American tribes, local governments, non-governmental
organizations, and other interested parties (as identified on the attached Distribution List). In addition,
NorthWestern will provide a paper copy of the PAD to Commission Staff in the Office of Energy Projects
and Office of General Counsel — Energy Projects.

COVID-19 PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY

This NOI and PAD are being filed in accordance with a deadline that is established by statute.
NorthWestern recognizes that the COVID-19 public health emergency presents significant challenges for
Commission Staff, Relicensing Participants and NorthWestern to follow the typical process involved in
the ILP. NorthWestern also recognizes the COVID-19 public health emergency is a fluid circumstance.
Federal, tribal, state and local government offices are at different stages and have taken or are
considering taking different approaches to resuming normal operations. Most immediately, due to these
considerations, the Commission's public scoping meeting and site visit may need to be waived, deferred
or conducted by virtual means — though that presents concerns due to bandwidth limitations in the
Thompson Falls area. As the ILP process proceeds, other activities that would typically entail in person
meetings may be affected. As needed NorthWestern is prepared to accommodate adjustments to the
relicensing process as may be appropriate.

CONCLUSION

NorthWestern looks forward to working with the Commission and other interested parties on the
relicensing of the Project. If there are any questions regarding the NOI or PAD, please contact Mary Gail
Sullivan, Director of Environmental and Lands, Permitting and Compliance, by telephone at (406) 497-
3382 or by email at MaryGail.Sullivan@northwestern.com.

Sincerely,

(77 T ,é&/)f\e//
/" J6hn D. Hines
" Vice President Supply and Montana Government Affairs

cc: See attached distribution list
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Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project P-1869

Bonneville Power Administration
800 Kensington Ave
Missoula, MT 59801

Federal Emergency Management Agency
Denver Federal Center, Building 710

PO Box 25267

Denver, CO 80255-0267

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Director, Division of Hydropower Licensing
888 First Street

Washington DC 20426

Missoula Electric Cooperative
General Manager

1700 W Broadway St
Missoula, MT 59808

State of Montana
Environmental Quality Council
PO Box 201704

Helena, MT 59620-1704

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
NW Division

1600 North Ave West, Ste 105
Missoula, MT 59801

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
NW Division

10 West 15th, Ste 2200
Helena, MT 59626

U.S. Department of the Interior

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Ecological
Services

911 NE 11th Avenue

Portland, OR 97232-4181

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs

52096 Highway 93

Pablo, MT 59855

NorthWestern Energy

Chippewa Cree Tribe
Tribal Business Council
31 Agency Square

Box Elder, MT 59521

Federal Emergency Management Agency
500 C Street SW
Washington DC 20472

Federation of Fly Fishers
5237 U.S. Highway 89 South, Ste 11
Livingston, MT 59047

Montana Coop. Fishery Research Unit
Montana State University

P.O. Box 173460

Bozeman, MT 59717-3460

State of Montana

Montana Historical Society
PO Box 201201

Helena, MT 59620-1201

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Omaha District Headquarters
1616 Capitol Avenue, Ste 9000
Omaha, NE 68102

U.S. Department of the Interior

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Ecological
Services

5275 Leesburg Pike

Falls Church, VA 22041-3803

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs

911 NorthEast 11th Ave
Portland, OR 97232-4169

U.S. Department of the Interior

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, Ecological
Services

134 Union Boulevard, Suite 650
Lakewood, CO 80228

City of Thompson Falls
PO Box 99
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Division of Dam Safety and Inspections
805 SW Broadway, Ste 550

Portland, OR 97205

Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
PO Box 1269
Bonners Ferry, ID 83805

State of Montana

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
490 North Meridian Road
Kalispell, MT 59902

Thompson Falls Chamber of Commerce
P.O. Box 493

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
tfchamber@thompsonfallschamber.com

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Chief, Operations and Regulatory Division
441 G Street, NW

Washington DC 20314

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

12201 Sunrise Valley Dr
Reston, VA 20192

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs

911 NE 11th Avenue

Portland, OR 97232-4169

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

2327 University Way, Suite 2
Bozeman, MT 59715



U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs

2021 4th Avenue North
Billings, MT 59101

US Forest Service
Federal Building
507 25th St
Ogden, UT 84401

Kevin Aceituno

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
780 Creston Hatchery Road
Kalispell, MT 59901
kevin_aceituno@fws.gov

ROBERT A. JR. & SHERRY LOUISE
ANDREWS

3427 IRVING ST

SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94122-1342

JEROLD A. ARMSTRONG
10475 CEDAR RIDGE RD
MISSOULA, MT 59804-5875

ARLENE BAKER, TRUSTEE
401 PAPALOA RD APT 205
KAPAA, HI 96746-1426

BILL MICHAEL Il & NYKOLEE BATTLES
PO BOX 1334
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1334

ROBERT T. & SUSAN J. BAXTER
PO BOX 547
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0547

JOHN DAVID & JACQUELINE LEIGH
BECHMAN

39 NORTHSHORE RD

THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9434

NAOMI K. BELLEW
PO BOX 1548
PLAINS, MT 59859-1548

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Indian Affairs

1849 C Street NW, MS-4606-MIB
Washington DC 20240

Yellowstone Pipeline Compnay
Corporate Service Property
2331 City West Blvd

Houston, TX 77042

ROBERT T ADDLEMAN, TRUSTEE
PO BOX 2086
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-2086

LOUIS & SUE ANN APODACA
455 W EL CAMPO RD
ARROYO GRANDE, CA 93420-5536

Joe Ashor

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
3255 Fort Missoula Road
Missoula, MT 59804
blm_mt_missoula_fo@blm.gov

PAUL BALLARD
1752 RIVER RD W
PLAINS, MT 59859-9362

SUZANNE G. BATTLES
27 NORTHSHORE DR
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9434

KATHERINE E. BAXTER
PO BOX 2211
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-2211

WILLIAM & PENNY BECKMAN

PO BOX 605

THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0605
wobeckman9669@gmail.com;
mcbeckman34@gmail.com

MARK A. BELLON
271 CAPDEVILLA
LOLO, MT 59847-9612

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

790 E. Beckwith

Missoula, MT 59801

Yellowstone Pipeline Compnay
Corporate Service Property
PO Box 1691

Helena, MT 59624-1691

MATTHEW & AMANDA AMES
PO BOX 2882
BELFAIR, WA 98528-2882

AREND FAMILY TRUST
6 COVEVIEW LN
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9511

JOSEE & JAMES P. BACHOFNER
PO BOX 10310
KALISPELL, MT 59904-3310

Craig Barfoot

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes
PO Box 279

Pablo, MT 59856
craig.barfoot@cskt.org

DENNIS & VICKI BAUER
2563 INDIAN HILLS DR
LOVELAND, CO 80538-2966

MICHAEL R. & JENEESE BAXTER
PO BOX 2011
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-2011

WILLIAM A. BEKEL
105 NORTHSHORE DR
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9420

GLORIA D. BENNETT
PO BOX 1027
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1027



Dave Bennett

Bennett Realty

223 Main St

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
bennett@thompsonfalls.com

Bonneville Power Administration
PO Box 3621
Portland, OR 97208-3621

GERRY BIALKOSKI
2005 OWEN DR
MONTESANO, WA 98563-9760

ROBERT J. & DIANE L. BLANFORD
6809 KALISPELL ST
BONNERS FERRY, ID 83805-7530

1111806 Heron, LLC
15142 Tuba Street
Mission Hills, CA 91345-2749

Christine Brissette

Trout Unlimited

Montana

312 N Higgins Ave, Suite 200
Missoula, MT 59802
cbrissette@tu.org

David Brooks

Trout Unlimited
Montana

PO Box 7186
Missoula, MT 59807
david@montanatu.org

PAUL DOUGLAS & MCINTIRE NANCY E.

BROWN
PO BOX 5335
KENT, WA 98064-5335

Pete Brown
State of Montana

Montana State Historic Preservation Office

225 N Roberts St
Helena, MT 59601
pbrown@mt.gov

Steve Bullock

Office of the Governor
PO Box 200801

Helena, MT 59620-0801

Dave Bennetts

State of Montana
Montana State Parks
490 North Meridian Road
Kalispell, MT 59902
dbennetts@mt.gov

Shana Bernall

Avista Corporation

PO Box 1469

Noxon, MT 59853
Shana.Bernall@avistacorp.com

MICHAEL A. & YVETTE M. BINGHAM
PO BOX 1887
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1887

JOHN L. & SUSAN M. BLOOMQUIST
PO BOX 1894
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1894

James Boyd

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
585 Shepard Way, Ste 1
Helena, MT 59601-6287
james_boyd@fws.gov

ARNOLD G. & JANET L. BRONKEN
924 HILL AVE
SHELBY, MT 59474-1635

GARY W. & BEVERLY J. BROWN
PO BOX 194
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0194

ROBERT W. & CONNIE BROWN
PO BOX 66
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0066

E. LEON & PEGGY J. BUCKLES
7617 E SUNFLOWER DR
SPOKANE, WA 99217-9608

BRIAN K. & COURTNEY S. BURKY
PO BOX 463
WORLAND, WY 82401-0463

EDWARD E & DEBRA M BENTON
31 NORTHSHORE RD
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9434

SAMUEL C. BERNHARDT, TRUSTEE
106 RIVER WALK LN
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873

Wade Blackwood

American Canoe Association

503 Sophia St., Ste 100
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
whblackwood@americancanoe.org

Scott Bosse

American Rivers

Northern Rockies

321 East Main St, Ste 408
Bozeman, MT 59715
sbosse@americanrivers.org

Dan Brewer

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
3255 Fort Missoula Road
Missoula, MT 59804
dan_brewer@fws.gov

Carol Brooker

Sanders County

Sanders County Commissioners
1111 West Main Street
Thompson Falls, MT 59873
cbrooker@co.sanders.mt.us

JASON D. & JENNA J. S. BROWN
PO BOX 1812
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1812

Jenna Brown

Elliott Realty, Inc

1213 Main St

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
jenna@montanaproperty.net

American Rivers
1101 14th St. NW, Ste. 1400
Washington DC 20005

CLAUDE |. BURLINGAME
PO BOX 1587
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1587



JAMES M. BURNETTE
PO BOX 385
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0385

ERNEST BURWELL
PO BOX 2083
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-2083

MARK W & KATRINA W. CAMPBELL
PO BOX 415
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0415

Harvey Carlsmith

State of Montana

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
5423 Hwy 200

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
hcarlsmith@gmail.com

Lequita Cavill

37 North shore Drive
Thompson Falls, MT 59873
IcavillBO@gmail.com

DIONE & DARLENE J. CHRISTENSON
PO BOX 304
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0304

JOHN ALLAN CLARK, TRUSTEE
PO BOX 1058
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1058

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
401 F Street NW, Ste 308
Washington DC 20001-2637

CONN BOULTON REVOCABLE LIVING
TRUST

32 WITHAM DR

THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873

Anthony B. Cox

Sanders County

Sanders County Commissioners
1111 West Main Street
Thompson Falls, MT 59873
tcox@co.sanders.mt.us

JAMES W. & MARGO S. BURNETTE,
TRUSTEES

PO BOX 369

THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0369

Jodi Bush

U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
585 Shepard Way, Ste 1
Helena, MT 59601-6287
jodi_bush@fws.gov

CHARLES A. CANCIGLIA
PO BOX 4
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0004

WILLIAM C. CARLSON
3055 E RIVERCREST DR
POST FALLS, ID 83854-9632

Rick Cavill

38 North shore Drive
Thompson Falls, MT 59874
rcavillB0@gmail.com

ISAAC K. CLARK
PO BOX 174
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0174

RONALD L. & SANDRA L. CLINE
3030 GREENBRIAR CT
SAN JOSE, CA 95128-4052

Kevin Colburn

American Whitewater Association
PO Box 1540

Cullowhee, NC 28723
kcolburn@amwhitewater.org

LARRY & VIRGINIA A. COOPER
3825 93RD PL NE
MARYSVILLE, WA 98270-7231

VICTORIA Z. CROFT
PO BOX 1729
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1729

ALFRED JR. & MICHAEL BURROWS
22 ROMA ST
NUTLEY, NJ 07110-1916

ZACHA DAVID & KIM LIVING TRUST
1355 SUMMERDALE RD
CORVALLIS, MT 59828-9631

Erin Carey

US Forest Service
Lolo National Forest
PO Box 429

Plains, MT 59859
ebcarey@usda.gov

DONNA & THOMAS CASKEY
c/o TRACY SANDERS
DALTON GARDENS, ID 83815

NORMAN E. & KATHLEEN A. CHARLSON

1101 MCKINLEY ST
ANOKA, MN 55303-1094

CLARK FORK PROPERTIES, LLC
30900 WELLINGTON CT
DAPHNE, AL 36527-8204

NOAH B.& JENNIFER SCHOEFFER
CLOSSON

7848 SUGAREE TRL

LOLO, MT 59847-9449

Kathy Conlin
Thompson Falls Committee Trails
kconlin@co.sanders.mt.us

ANTHONY B. COX
PO BOX 144
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0144

Steve Daines

Office of Senator Daines

320 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510



JAMES L. DAUGHERTY
PO BOX 926
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0926

DECRAY DEBRA A. TRUST & BIGGER

DOUGLAS W. LIVING TRUST
PO BOX 6023
MALIBU, CA 90264-6023

Coeur d'Alene Tribe
850 A. Street
Plummer, ID 83851

ZEURCHER FAMILY TRUST
PO BOX 2240
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-2240

Len Dorscher

85 NORTHSHORE DR

THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9434
Idorscher@tfalls.org

CAROL J. DUVEY
PO BOX 817
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0817

EDWARD G. & PATSY ECCLES,
TRUSTEES

1920 W JOHANSEN RD
SPOKANE, WA 99208-8429

DONALD P. & DEBRA A. EICKHOFF
PO BOX 972
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0972

JASON W., ELLSWORTH, TRUSTEE OF

THE JWE FAMILY TRUST
1073 GOLF COURSE RD
HAMILTON, MT 59840-9230

DONALD C. & SANDRA J. FALLON
75907 CAMINO CIELO
INDIAN WELLS, CA 92210-8486

Steve Davies

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Reclamation

PO Box 30137

Billings, MT 59107-0137

JOHN E. DELACEY
PO BOX 16327
MISSOULA, MT 59808-6327

DAVID P. & LYNNE R. DICKMAN
530 WOODWORTH AVE
MISSOULA, MT 59801-6045

AL DODSON
PO BOX 458
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873

DANIEL E. DOTY
5 RIVER WALK LN
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9488

WAYNE A. AND NANCY J. DYKSTRA
PO BOX 1825
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1825

ROBERT A. & JOAN O. EDGELL
23048 SW CUTHILL PL
SHERWOOD, OR 97140-8200

Jennifer Ekberg

Sanders County

Sanders County Commissioners
1111 West Main Street
Thompson Falls, MT 59873
jekberg@co.sanders.mt.us

THOMAS D. & GAIL M. ENGER

PO BOX 1350
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1350

Kyle Felsman

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes

Tribal Preservation Office
PO Box 278

Pablo, MT 59855
kyle.felsman@cskt.org

Tim Davis

State of Montana
Montana DEQ

PO Box 200901

Helena, MT 59620-0901
timdavis@mt.gov

ANNE M. DENTON
468 HALO DR
TROY, MT 59935-9414

LLOYD W. Il DINKELSPIEL
36 GRAHAM LN
TROUT CREEK, MT 59874-9688

DON C MINER LIVING TRUST
PO BOX 847
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0847

THERESA DUFFIELD, TRUSTEE
PO BOX 1441
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1441

EDWARD & MELINDA DZIERGAS
PO BOX 661
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0661

THOMAS P. & BINA M. EGGENSPERGER

PO BOX 221
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0221

Don Ekstedt

Montana Bass Nation
Clark Fork Bass Anglers
Thompson Falls, MT

Gail Enger

Realty NW

1013 Main St

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
realtynorthwest@gmail.com

WILLIAM K. & SHELLEY D. FISTER
85 ARROWHEAD DR
MISSOULA, MT 59803-1207



KENNETH F. & MABEL A. FLANAGAN
26 OSPREY DR'W
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9517

NORMAN T. & REBECCA J. DOTY FLINT
PO BOX 26
EASTSOUND, WA 98245-0026

MARK & JANE FORTIN
PO BOX 1131
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1131

CHARLES L & DEBBY M FRANCK
PO BOX 1371
THOMPSON FLS, MT 59873-1371

CONAL & LISA GALLAGHER
8600 PHEASANT DR
MISSOULA, MT 59808-1010

JAMES R. & DEBRA T. GAMM
33 BLUE CREEK RD
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9500

FRANK J. & JACQUIE GEBHARDT
6253 W SHAWNEE AVE
SPOKANE, WA 99208-8311

Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes of
the Flathead Reservation

P.O. Box 278

Pablo, MT 59855

Andrew Gorder
Clark Fork Coalition
andrew@clarkfork.org

GEORGE & MONA LU GOULD
PO BOX 1696
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1696

Bob Fletcher
rhfletcher@hotmail.com

LARRY E. FLOERCHINGER
1646 RIVER RD W
PLAINS, MT 59859-9361

JOHN W FOUST
PO BOX 2243
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-2243

Charlie and Debby Franck
thefrancks@blackfoot.net

JOHN R. & SAHNNON K. GALLAGHER
621 W CEDAR AVE
MONTESANO, WA 98563-2809

Tim Garcia

US Forest Service
Lolo National Forest
24 Fort Missoula Road
Missoula, MT 59804

GEORGE D & LINDA J ELLIOTT
REVOCABLE LIVING TRUST

PO BOX 884

THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0884

GLACIER BANK
2501 S CATLIN ST STE 100
MISSOULA, MT 59801-7815

TAMARA C. GORDON
1314 BITTERSWEET DR
RICHMOND, TX 77469-6533

Lorri Gray

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Reclamation

1150 N. Curtis Road, Ste 100
Boise, ID 83706-1234

FLETCHER FAMILY REVOCABLE TRUST
PO BOX 997
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0997

CHRISTINA B. &WALTER W. FLOYD
PO BOX 873
HOT SPRINGS, MT 59845-0873

Tim Fox

State of Montana

Montana Office of Attorney General
215 N Sanders St.

Helena, MT 59601

JOE & MARILYN FRIELDS
396 BIG BEAVER CREEK RD
TROUT CREEK, MT 59874-9630

DIANNE M. ZIMMERMAN
PO BOX 1304
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1304

GLENN T. & SUZANNE H. GARRISON
4439 MT HIGHWAY 200
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9541

GIBE TRUST NO 2016
75 NORTHSHORE DR
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9434

Leona Gollen

Green Mountain Conservation District
PO Box 1329

Trout Creek, MT 59874

JAMES J., MICHAEL F., MATTHEW C., &
MARK G. GORDON

3218 SPURGIN RD

MISSOULA, MT 59804-3102

ROBERT & SHELLEY A. GREENSIDE
49 OSPREY DR E
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9516



MICHAEL & THERESA GRENELL
PO BOX 145
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0145

Rick Hagedorn

Hagedorn Land Surveying, Inc.
108 Pearl St

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
hagedornis@blackfoot.net

DENISE D. HALL
8503 N BROOKSIDE DR
HAYDEN, ID 83835-5028

IRAD. & JANET A. HALLOWELL
25 BRITT LN
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873

Neil Harnett
City of Thompson Falls
tfpworks@blackfoot.net

DEAN A. & BONNIE HAUN
71 RIVER WALK LN
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9488

Cam Heusser

Coeur d'Alene Tribe

PO Box 408

Plummer, ID 83851
cheusser@cdatribe-nsn.gov

CLARENCE A HIJELM
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KIM A. & SHIRLEY H. HOFLAND
79 NORTHSHORE RD
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9434
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JOHN & DEANNA HALE
420 1STSTE
KALISPELL, MT 59901-4506

Nate Hall

Avista Corporation

PO Box 1469

Noxon, MT 59853
nate.hall@avistacorp.com
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Washington DC 20240
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CARL E. & LOREITA KELLER
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VERNON LEROY & JANET F.
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CAROL L. LANZ
PO Box 953
Thompson Falls, MT 59873-0953

Yurcik-Muster
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BUDDY J. & JUDY A. LEUFKINS &
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RICHARD & MICHELE MANNING
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Katherine Maudrone

Sanders County

Land Services

PO Box 519

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
kmaudrone@co.sanders.mt.us
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Washington DC 20240
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THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0275

KENNETH GLEN & MARIAN GRACE

MONTOURE
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THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0696

LINDA L. & THOMAS B. NATHAN
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CONGRESS, AZ 85332-1394

PAULA K. NELSON
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PO BOX 7121
KALISPELL, MT 59904-0121

MONTANA RAIL LINK
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THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0655

MUDRYK LIVING TRUST
13601 SAN SIMEON AVE
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93314-3773
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Washington DC 20240
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THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9508

Whitton Marty & Karen 2017 REVO Trust
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Montana DEQ
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PATRICK H. & THELMA L. MILLER
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PO BOX 730

THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0730

BERTHA A. ET AL. MORRISON
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CATHERINE L. MULVILLE
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Noxon, MT 59853
Eric.Oldenburg@avistacorp.com



DAVID J. OLIVER
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brita@Icfwg.org

DONNA M. PAGE
10103 E NORA AVE
SPOKANE VALLEY, WA 99206-4159

DANIEL L. & CARLA M. PARKS
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US Forest Service
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mpuchlerz@fs.fed.us
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RYAN M. & ELIZABETH L. OSTWALD
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US Forest Service
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scottpalmer@fs.fed.us
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Trout Unlimited

National

312 N. Higgins, Suite 200
Missoula, MT 59801

RON & ELIZABETH PETRIE
27 STARLOOKER LN
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9454

JOHN POWERS
PO BOX 55
POLSON, MT 59860-0055

John Mehlhoff

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
5001 Southgate Drive

Billings, MT 59101
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TROY D. & JODIE L. RASMUSSEN
1210 KENWOOD DR
MISSOULA, MT 59804-4500

LINDA A. REEDAL
22125 SE 241ST PL
MAPLE VALLEY, WA 98038-5895

Michael Reynolds

U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service

1849 C St NW

Washington DC 20240



CHERYL R. RHOADS
6 OSPREY DR'W
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Sissel Robertson

Crazy Woman Kayaks
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sissel@crazywomankayaks.com

Susan Rosebrough

U.S. Department of the Interior
National Park Service
susan_rosebrough@nps.gov

GEORGE WILLIAM JR. & JUDITH L.
RUMMEL

318 NOLAND DR

HAMILTON, MT 59840-3430

HEATHER LORENA SAINT
PO BOX 603
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0603

SANDERS COUNTY
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THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0519

DANIEL SCHLETZ
PO BOX 264
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0264

DENNIS J. & P. DIANE SCHWEHR
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THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-2166

ROSE ANN SCOVILLE
PO BOX 313
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0313

KELLY J. WHEELER
77 NORTH SHORE DRIVE
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0118

VICKI J. & CHRIS L. YOST
2705 E KINGBIRD DR
GILBERT, AZ 85297-8188

TODD J. ROLLERI
15047 32ND PL S
SEATAC, WA 98188-2106

Andrew Wheeler

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of the Administrator, 1101A
1200 Pennsylvania Ave NW
Washington DC 20004

Michael J. Ryan

U.S. Department of the Interior
Bureau of Reclamation

PO Box 36900

Billings, MT 59107-6900

SALISH SHORES UTILITY CORP INC
PO BOX 1030
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1030

RENE A. SANSOM-BLAIR
PO BOX 998
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0998

David Schmetterling

State of Montana

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
3201 Spurgin Road

Missoula, MT 59801
dschmetterling@mt.gov

HARRY J. SCHWEIGERT
16580 W NINE MILE RD
HUSON, MT 59846-9689

Nichol Scribner

Sanders County

PO Box 519

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
nscribner@co.sanders.mt.us

Myles Sexton

Sanders County Flycasters
PO Box 38

Thompson Falls, MT 59873

Rob Roberts

Trout Unlimited
National

312 N. Higgins, Ste 200
Missoula, MT 59801
rroberts@tu.org

LYLE ROMER
13223 SW 16TH ST
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ANTHONY R. RUCINSKI
PO BOX 1118
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State of Montana

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
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Missoula, MT 59801
psaffel@mt.gov

RAY & ANGELA SALMELA
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MISSOULA, MT 59808-5164

AMY M. SCHILLING
PO Box 123
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9500

Josh Schulze

US Forest Service

Lolo National Forest
Joshua.schulze@usda.gov

LEON & SHARON SCOTT
5300 S WORNATH RD
MISSOULA, MT 59804-9721

FLOYD C. JR. & CAROL M. SEARL
71 RIVERVIEW DR
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9414

Willie A. Sharp
Blackfeet Nation

Tribal Business Council
PO Box 850

Browning, MT 59417



MICHAEL D. SHEAR MICHAEL D
PO BOX 653
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-0653

ALAN L. & CONNIE SILLARS
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MISSOULA, MT 59803-1632

Eric Sivers

State of Montana
Montana DEQ

PO Box 200901

Helena, MT 59620-0901
esivers@mt.gov

HARRY A. P. SMITH
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LAKESIDE, MT 59922-0493

STEVEN J. SNIEZAK
PO BOX 1023
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1023

SONJU FAMILY LIVING TRUST
6642 KIWI CIR
CYPRESS, CA 90630-5712
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First American Title Company
PO Box 850

Thompson Falls, MT 59873
tspring@gofirstam.com

Liz Stender

Pinnacle Research and Consulting
PO Box 1284

Trout Creek, MT 59874
lizpinnacle @blackfoot.net
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PO BOX 7338
KALISPELL, MT 59904-0338

TYLER SUBATCH TYLER
PO BOX 1086
PLAINS, MT 59859-1086

SCOTT W. & EILEEN B. WENDLING
100 PONDEROSA LN
KALISPELL, MT 59901-6833

Jim Simpson

Montana Association of Conservation
Districts

1101 Eleventh Ave

Helena, MT 59601
mail@macdnet.org

Don Skaar

State of Montana

Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
PO Box 200701

Helena, MT 59620-0701
dskaar@mt.gov
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4725 PANAMA LN # D3-240
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93313-3404

Scott and Eileen Wendling
scottwendling55@gmail.com

SHAWN & LEAH SORENSON
PO BOX 2058
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-2058

Corey Stapleton
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Office of the Secretary
PO Box 202801
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corey@stapleton@mt.gov

KENNETH E .& LINNEA STEVENSON
59 NORTHSHORE DR
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-9434
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Montana DEQ

PO Box 200901
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keenan.storrar@mt.gov

MATTHEW ANDERS & CONNIE MARIES
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MISSOULA, MT 59808-9642

Judson Shively
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Weed District
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Plains, MT 59859
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American Whitewater Affiliation, Inc.
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Montana Bass Nation
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STATE OF MONTANA
2701 PROSPECT AVE
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ROBERT G. & PATTI J. STEWART
1017 WALTON DR
KALISPELL, MT 59901-6866

James Strait

State of Montana
Montana DEQ

PO Box 200901

Helena, MT 59620-0901
jstrait@mt.gov

SHEREE SULLIVAN SHEREE
PO BOX 1106
THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1106



SUSANNA SCHAUMAN 2014 TRUST
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REDDING, CA 96003-7417

Traci Sylte

US Forest Service
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tsylte@usda.gov

Kris Tempel
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Montana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
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JOHNNY & KARLI THOMAS
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THOMPSON FALLS, MT 59873-1002
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JOE & RONNELL THORP
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US Forest Service
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PO BOX 2235
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US Forest Service
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LIVING TRUST
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MISSOULA, MT 59804-7307
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JODI D. THORP
3330 STATE ST
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Montana Department of Natural Resources
and Conservation
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Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Washington DC

david.turner@ferc.gov
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U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

6000 J Street Suite 5000
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heeswijk@usgs.gov
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SUTHERLAND
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Notice of Intent to File Application for New License
Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 1869)
NorthWestern Energy

The following information regarding the Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project (Project) is
provided pursuant to 18 CFR § 5.5(b):

(1) Existing licensee’s name and address:

NorthWestern Corporation
A Delaware Corporation
d/b/a NorthWestern Energy
11 East Park Street

Butte, MT 59701

Project Contact:

Mary Gail Sullivan

Director, Environmental & Lands Permitting & Compliance
NorthWestern Energy

11 East Park Street

Butte, MT 59701

406-497-3382 (0)

406-490-1838 (c)

Or

John Tabaracci

Corporate Counsel

NorthWestern Energy

208 N Montana Avenue, Suite 205
Helena, MT 59601

406-443-8983 (0)

406-299-0223 (c)

(2) Project number:

Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) No.
1869

(3) License expiration date:

Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project NorthWestern Energy

FERC No. 1869 1 July 2020
422654871



The license to operate the Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project (Project) was issued by the
Commission to the Montana Power Company in 1979. The Commission approved a transfer
of the license on July 7, 1999, from the Montana Power Company to PP&L Montana, LLC.
On March 25, 2014, the Commission approved transfer of the license from PP&L Montana to
NorthWestern Corporation (“NorthWestern). The license expires on December 31, 2025.

(4) Statement of intention to file application:

NorthWestern hereby states unequivocally its intent to file an application for a new license
for the Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project (FERC No. 1869).

(5) Principal Project works:

The principal project works consist of (a) a main dam, a concrete gravity structure about 1,016
feet long and 54 feet high with an overflow section about 913 feet long, surmounted by 8-foot-
high fixed wheel panels atop 8-foot high flashboards and four radial gates; (b) a smaller dam
of the same type about 449 feet long and 45 feet high with an overflow section about 289 feet
long surmounted by 8-foot high fixed wheel panels atop 4-foot flashboards, and located west
of the main dam in a dry channel of the river; (c) a reservoir extending 12 miles upstream having
a usable storage capacity of 15,000 acre-feet at a drawdown of 16 feet below normal full pond
elevation 2396.5 feet U.S.G.S.; (d) a rock cut canal about 450 feet long and 80 feet wide; (e)
the original powerhouse with six main steel penstocks 14 feet in diameter; a steel frame and
masonry powerhouse containing six generating units, two rated at 7,000 kW each and the other
four rated at 6,000 kW; (f) a secondary development including (1) a 78-foot-wide, 300-foot-
long intake channel; (2) a 10-foot-wide, 145-foot-long sluiceway; (3) an 78-foot-wide, 200-
foot-long powerhouse containing a single turbine with a rated capacity of 52,600 kW connected
to a generator with a nameplate capacity of 57,060 kW; (4) a 100-foot-wide, 1,000-foot-long
tailrace channel; (5) an access road with a 135-foot-long bridge along the primary plant’s intake
canal; (g) an upstream fish passage facility and (h) appurtenant facilities.

Project generation is interconnected to NorthWestern’s transmission system by the 115 kV
Burke A and B lines and the 115 kV Kerr A and B lines on the roof of the original powerhouse.
Short generator lead lines connect the plant to the point of interconnection. The lead line
connecting Units 1-6 is approximately 50 feet long and the Unit 7 line is approximately 300 feet
long.

(6) Project location:

The Project is located on the Clark Fork River in Sanders County, Montana. The project
boundary totals 2,001 acres.

Approximately 103.78 acres of federal lands administered by the U.S. Forest Service are
located within the project boundary.

(7) Installed plant capacity:

The Project has a total authorized installed capacity of 92.6 MW.

Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project NorthWestern Energy
FERC No. 1869 2 July 2020



(8) Names and mailing addresses:

Every county in which any part of the Project is located, and in which any Federal
facility that is used or to be used by the Project is located:

Sanders County

1111 Main St.

PO Box 519

Thompson Falls, MT 59873

. Every city, town, or similar political subdivision:

(A) In which any part of the Project is or is to be located and any Federal facility that is
used or to be used by the Project is located:

City of Thompson Falls
PO Box 99
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

(B) That has a population of 5,000 or more people and is located within 15 miles of the
existing project dam:

There are no cities, towns or similar political subdivision within 15 miles of the
Project with a population of 5,000 or more people.

Every irrigation district, drainage district, or similar special purpose political
subdivision:

(A) In which any part of the Project is or is proposed to be located and any Federal
facility that is or is proposed to be used by the Project is located:

Green Mountain Conservation District
PO Box 1329
Trout Creek, MT 59874

(B) That owns, operates, maintains, or uses any Project facility or any Federal facility
that is or is proposed to be used by the Project:

There is no irrigation district, drainage district, or similar special purpose political
subdivision that owns, operates, maintains, or uses any Project facility.

Every other political subdivision in the general area of the Project that there is reason to
believe would be likely to be interested in, or affected by, the notification:

City of Thompson Falls
PO Box 99
Thompson Falls, MT 59873

Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project NorthWestern Energy
FERC No. 1869 3 July 2020



Town of Plains
P.O. Box 567
Plains, MT 59859

v. Affected Indian Tribes:

The following are Native American Tribes and First Nations that may be interested in the
Project area:

Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes of the Flathead Reservation
P.O. Box 278

Pablo, Montana 59855

Chippewa Cree Tribe of Rocky Boy’s
Indian Reservation

P.O. Box 544

Box Elder, Montana 59521

Blackfeet Nation
P.O. Box 850
Browning, Montana 59417

Kootenai Tribe of Idaho
P.O. Box 1269
Bonners Ferry, ldaho 83805

Coeur d'Alene Tribe
850 A. Street
Plummer, Id 83851

Kalispel Tribe of Indians
P.O. Box 39
Usk, Washington 99180

Thompson Falls Hydroelectric Project NorthWestern Energy
FERC No. 1869 4 July 2020



